Year 8 Options
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Changes to GCSE Subjects
As you may be aware, there will be some significant changes to a number of GCSE courses
for this year group. This involves changes to the way they are examined and the grade that
each pupil will receive at the end of the course.
Most exams will be linear (examined at the end of Year 11) and there will be a limited
coursework element. For this reason, we have made the decision to significantly increase
the teaching hours allocated to Key Stage Four.
At the end of the course, pupils will not be graded A* - G but will be graded on a scale of
9 – 1. The grades cannot be directly compared to current GCSE grades as the content and
exam style is more difficult however, we expect the exam grades and boundaries to fall as
follows:
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Some GCSE subjects will continue to be reported on the A* - G grading system. The exact
specifications are still in the process of being approved by the different exam boards. As a
result, some of the information in this booklet may be subject to updates over the course
of Year 9. While the subject content will largely remain the same, some of the coursework
content might be reduced.

Some BTEC courses will have a larger exam content but the content with remain unchanged
for this year group.
The exam regulator has stated that broadly the same number of pupils who now get a grade
C should get a grade 4 in the new style GCSEs. A grade 4 is likely to be the benchmark for
entry to a level 3 college course. A grade 5 is the benchmark for international comparisons.

This information is current at the time of printing however, this may be subject to change as
the qualifications develop.
For further information please see teaching staff.

The English Baccalaureate
The English Baccalaureate was a popular choice last year and has been included in the
Options booklet again for this year.

The English Baccalaureate is not a standalone qualification, it involves pupils studying 5
core GCSE subjects and gaining at least a Grade C in all of those subjects. When your son/
daughter applies to college or university, they will be able to write on their application that
they gained the English Baccalaureate.
There are 3 National Curriculum subjects in the English Baccalaureate:
• English Language
• Maths
• Science (Separates or Double Award)
Pupils must also study:

•
•

A humanities subject (History or Geography)
A language (French or Spanish)

Pupils must gain at least a grade C in all 5 subjects to be accredited with the English
Baccalaureate. It is essential that pupils wishing to take the English Baccalaureate are
working at level 5 and above in the core subjects.

As part of the school option process, pupils who study the English Baccalaureate are still
able to pick 2 additional option subjects. These can be GCSE or BTEC subjects.
Progression Routes:

For colleges, universities and employers, the English Baccalaureate shows that pupils have
gained a broad academic education.
The range of subjects in the English Baccalaureate would provide a good basis for further
study. After completing the English Baccalaureate, pupils may wish to study ‘A’ levels or
another Level 3 qualification at local colleges and sixth forms.

For further information please see Mrs Cook on Parents’ Evening.

BTEC Courses
We first took advantage of being able to offer BTEC courses 7 years ago when the
government allowed these qualifications to be taken by students at KS4.

BTEC qualifications have been in place for 16 – 19 year old pupils for over 25 years.

The key difference with BTEC subjects is that the majority of the assessment is coursework.
Your child’s work will form a portfolio which will then be graded. This can help pupils organise their workload over Years 9, 10 and 11 rather than being assessed only at the end of
the course. Pupils achieve excellent results on BTEC courses.
All BTEC courses are offered as a Level 2 qualification.
The grades given will be:
		
		
		
		
At Level 1:

Distinction*
Distinction
Merit		
Pass		
Pass		

Progression Routes

=
=
=
=
=

GCSE A*
GCSE A
GCSE B
GCSE C
GCSE D/E

All BTEC courses form a firm foundation for progression to college and work. Employers
and colleges are familiar with the benefits of BTEC qualifications:
•
•
•

For employers, BTEC qualifications show that pupils are capable of organising their
own workload.
Both Wakefield College and New College offer a range of BTEC qualifications at Level 2
and 3. This allows pupils to continue studying a subject when they leave school. Studying a BTEC qualification at school will therefore allow pupils to be come familiar with
the college assessment process.
Universities accept BTEC Level 3 as an entry requirement for a number of degree level
courses.

For further information please see Mrs Cook on Parents’ Evening.
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Computer Science - GCSE

Exam
80%

Internal Assessment
20%

Enjoy being challenged? Like pushing yourself to learn new things? Enjoy difficult tasks?
Enjoy Maths and Science? Computer Science offers you the opportunities to do all these
and gain an understanding of the way computers work, create and review computer programs for real life purposes based on your own interests. It encourages you to create your
own applications and other systems, rather than simply use those designed by others.
Aims
To provide you with an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works and a
look at what goes on behind the scenes.
• The course will help you learn about critical thinking, analysis and problem solving
• Computer systems and programming
• Systems development in a suitable programming language
Where will it take me?
This is an excellent course to lead into Computing A-level and University. This is also an
excellent qualification to help you move into any technical/problem solving area at many
levels. These areas include engineering, science, medicine, financial and resource
management etc.
What will I learn?
Computer Science requires you to demonstrate the ability to:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, algorithmically, logically and critically.
Show that you can follow a brief to meet requirements.
Use computational thinking to design, create and develop your own programming
solution to a problem.
Use abstraction to model, decompose and generalise.
Detect errors in computer programs and correct them.
Manipulate data, sequence instructions, test designs and
explore ideas

What Homework can I expect?
To develop examination techniques homework will be set
frequently to cover the examined unit. As well as paper-based
and online programming challenges.
If you do not have internet at home you can use classrooms
after school.
Additional Requirements
A good understanding of Maths is beneficial.

Design and Technology - GCSE

Exam
50%

Internal Assessment
50%

Pupils can choose to design and make products in a series of “areas of interest”. There are 2
choices of course and these are:
•

•

Design and Technology: Textiles/Graphics. These could include fashion, interiors
and furnishings, advertising and promotion.
Design and Technology: Product Design. These could include consumer electrics,
leisure and mechanical systems, interiors and furnishings.
THE INFORMATION BELOW APPLIES TO BOTH COURSES THE DIFFERENCE IS
THE MATERIAL AREAS YOU USE TO FACILITATE YOUR LEARNING.

Where will it lead?
The study of design and technology will prepare students to participate confidently and
successfully in an increasingly technological world.

What will I learn?
You will learn about resistant materials, textiles, mechanics, programmable components
and new materials. You will develop an awareness of practices from the creative,
engineering and manufacturing industries. You will develop a range of practical skills and
life skills.

How will I learn?
You will be creative, take design risks, consider sustainability, solve problems, consider your
own and others needs, wants and values. You will follow a design process that explores,
creates and evaluates both products and prototypes.
What Homework can I expect?
You will receive regular homework activities to test your
subject knowledge.

Additional requirements
You may be required to provide some materials from home
to construction products or a small fee will be charged to
cover costs in the production of desirable, quality products
and prototypes.
For Design Technology with Textiles/Graphics information
please see Miss Harrison and Mrs Wiggan
For Design Technology with Product Design information
please see Mr Gardham or Mr Harmer

Food Preperation & Nutrition- GCSE

EXAM
50%

Internal Assessment
50%

Aim
Pupils will acquire an understanding of the scientific principles behind food and nutrition, develop a knowledge of food traditions and kitchen safety and will use a number of
practical cooking skills/culinary techniques to prepare and cook food.

Where will it take me?
The course will prepare students for further study, such as a high quality food related
course or apprenticeships in the catering food industry. The course also equips students
with vital life skills.
What will I learn?
At the heart of any food qualification should be a focus on developing practical cookery
skills and a strong understanding of nutrition. The subject is divided into five sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Food, Nutrition and Health
Food Science
Food Safety
Food Choice
Food Provenance

How will I learn?
You will build upon the basic food technology knowledge and skills gained during Years 7
and 8.
What homework can I expect?
You will get regular homework to assess your subject knowledge.
Additional requirements
You will be required to provide ingredients for practical
work on a weekly basis.

For more information please see Miss Paxton.

French - GCSE

Exam
100%

Aims
To teach and help you to understand and use useful, everyday French in a variety of real life
situations. The skills acquired through learning a language are lifelong and can be used in
many aspects of a students study during Years 10 and 11 and not purely in Modern Foreign
Languages. Learning a language gives students the ability to communicate effectively and
understand how language is formed, skills which underpin study elsewhere. Acquisition of
a foreign language develops these skills as well as deepening awareness of other cultures
and life in other countries.
Where will it take me?
Having a qualification in languages means that you will be highly sought after by
employers. It is essential to have a GCSE in a modern language if you want to continue to
study a language post 16 – AS and A2 at college. Some universities also require a GCSE in a
Modern Foreign Language to access their degree courses.
A qualification in languages can be useful in many areas of employment, not just teacher of
Modern Foreign Languages, interpreter, translator. Being able to understand and converse
in a foreign language can also help if you wish to become a police officer, lawyer, travel rep,
air steward, bi-lingual secretary, sales rep and if you wish to work in business or banking.

What will I learn?
You will learn the sort of French which will help you in a variety of situations you might
come across as a tourist, as a visitor in a French family or if you met French speaking people
in this country.
How will I Learn?
You will develop your reading, listening, speaking, writing and translation skills in French
through access to authentic materials and resources.
What homework can I expect?
Learning a language is a continuous process and students will be expected to learn
vocabulary on a weekly basis, which will be tested in class. Past examination papers and
other reading and listening exercises will also be set for completion at home.
Additional Requirements
We advise that students studying this course
purchase their own French/English bi-lingual
dictionary.

For further information see Mrs Charters.

Exam
100%

Geography- GCSE

Aims
Geography is a facilitating subject. This means that it prepares you for a range of courses
and it gives you skills that are transferrable in any role. Facilitating subjects are highly
sought after by colleges, universities and employers alike.

Where will it take me?
Geography is now part of the English Baccalaureate, meaning that it is more important than
ever before. Geography has become a sought after subject and will definitely help you in the
future. Geography GCSE can lead to a range of courses studied at A-Level including
Geography, Geology and Environmental Science, whilst it is also an extremely popular
choice of degree, with nearly all universities offering a range of Geography based courses.
With climate change and sustainability in the news, lots of employers are keen to attract
people who understand our planet.
What will I learn?
Students opting for GCSE Geography will learn through a variety of methods, using
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural Hazards
Tectonic Hazards

Weather Hazards

Climate Change

Urban Issues

Issues Evaluation

Fieldwork
ICT
Maps
Photographs
Google earth
DVDs
Presentation Work
Model making

Living World
Ecosystems

Tropical Rainforest

Cold Environments* or Hot Deserts

Physical Landscapes
Coastal

River

Glaciated

Challeges in the Human Environment
Changing Economic World

Geographical Applications

Fieldwork

Challenge of Resource

How will I Learn?
Students choosing Geography will be expected to attend booster and revision sessions prior
to exams and can expect to receive at least one piece of homework each week.
For further information see Miss Armstrong, Mr Allen or Mr Guest.

History - GCSE

Exam
100%

Aims
To develop interest, enjoyment and a range of techniques necessary for the study of
history. To produce awareness of ideas like bias, empathy, similarity and difference, cause
and consequence. Employers often find that people who have studied History are well
prepared for the world of work.
This is because History is about people, about investigating and about communicating.

In this rapidly changing world, employers want people who are independent thinkers,
open-minded, disciplined and good at problem solving. They often choose people who have
studied some history.
Where will it take me?
Many jobs look for people with research/evidence skills for example lawyers, journalists,
museum worker, author, script writers. History also develops your extended writing skills
which really supports you in your English GCSE.
What will I learn?
The Government has yet to confirm all of the topics so some things could change.
The course consists of separate units;
• 30% Thematic study - Medicine through time and surgery in World War one
• 20% British depth study – Anglo Saxon and Norman England
• 20% Period study - Cold War 1941-91
• 30% Modern study - Germany 1918-39

How will I Learn?
Each of the units will require you to use different skills. You will need to use a variety of
resources such as documents, textbooks, newspapers, film, statistics and out of school
activities. Most of the work you do will be carried out individually and in groups. You will
need to be able to come to conclusions, but do not always expect the “right answer” all the
time.
What homework can I expect?
You should expect regular homework
each week.

Further information see Mrs Wainwright,
Miss Bowes or Mr Wright.

Media Studies- GSCE

Exam
40%

Internal Assessment
60%

Aims
The qualification has been developed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction
to the world of media. The course looks to give a wide ranging understanding of the world
of media through theory and practical tasks. Students will develop critical thinking skills
when analysing different forms of media. Develop a strong understanding of the role of the
media in their daily lives, and develop creative skills through practical assignments.
Students will understand how to analyse the media through key media concepts.
Where will it take me?
This course will support you towards a variety of careers in media, whether it be focusing
on film, television, newspapers, magazine, radio and many more. Here are some further
education courses currently available which would be linked to the Media Studies GCSE:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Media Studies (AS or A-Level)
Film Studies (AS or A-Level)
Diploma in Creative Media (BTEC)
Diploma in Creative Media Production (TV and Film) (BTEC)
Diploma in Media (TV and Film) BTEC).
Diploma in Photography (BTEC)

What will I learn?
The first coursework unit is a comparative analysis where pupils will compare two aspects
of media e.g. two films, two music videos, two TV programmes etc. and will write an essay
describing the similarities and differences between the two in a media context. They will
then complete a production task e.g. if they compare two music videos, the task is to make a
new CD cover for a new band or artist.
The second piece of coursework includes the planning, design, creation and evaluation
of a short film. The exam is based on a knowledge of film and TV. Theory lessons will be
included to help pupils prepare thoroughly for this exam.

What homework can I expect?
There will be a sensible use of homework in this course. Research will be important.
Students may be required to read magazines, watch TV programmes, films etc. with the
express aim of developing their creative thinking.
Students will be required to attend boosters when necessary to ensure coursework is of the
required standard. Revision boosters may also be required.

Additional Requirements
There is a requirement for pupils on this course to write an essay, so good English skills are
desirable. Pupils also need to film and this may involve taking a camera and doing the
filming outside of school, in a pupils’ own time.

Music - GCSE

Exam
100%

Aim
This course aims to develop your skills as a musician, providing the opportunity for you to
gain confidence and team working skills through performing with others. The course has
been designed to enable you to enjoy and appreciate the benefits of being involved in
playing music, making music and understanding music, as well as extending your creative
skills.
Where will it take me?
• Music helps you to develop a number of transferrable skills such as confidence,
creativity and independence.
• ‘A’ Level Music.
• Level 3 BTEC Diploma in Music or Music Technology.

What will I learn?
You will develop your skills in Musical Performance, Listening, Recording and Composition
as well as using the Music Department Macs and PA equipment. You will learn how to use
self-motivation and independent learning skills. Learn to play a musical instrument of your
choice proficiently through self and guided study.

You will learn how to use the department resources including keyboards, guitars, drum kits,
macs and recording equipment. Organise concerts and set up stage equipment.

How will I Learn?
• Composition (writing your own music)
• Solo and group performances
• Listening to different types of music and commenting
• Music theory
• Listening exam and mock exams to prepare

What homework can I expect?
You are expected to stay behind after school for compulsory
boosters and tutorials at different points throughout the course.
You are also expected to practise and revise for mock exams.

Additional Requirements
You should be enthusiastic to learn a wide range of musical
techniques and be prepared to communicate through team work
and individual assignments. You are encouraged to form bands/
join extra-curricular activities. You will be expected to perform
in front of your class, but your teacher will create a comfortable
environment for this to happen, thus helping you to improve your
confidence in the long run.

Physical Education - GSCE
GCSE PE is an excellent choice for anyone who wishes to further their understanding and
skill level in sport and for students who have an interest in the theoretical areas of sport.
Aims
Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical
activity and sport and use this knowledge and understanding to improve performance.
Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance.

Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques
and selecting and using tactics and strategies and/or compositional ideas. Understand the
contribution that physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being
Where will it take me?
• The teaching profession (PE Teacher)
• Sports Coaching
• Physiotherapy
• Health/Lifestyle Services
• The forces (Army/Police)
• The Medical Profession
• Leisure Recreation Management
• Sports Development
• The Fitness Industry

What will I learn?
Fitness and Body Systems (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)
Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology
Topic 2: Movement analysis
Topic 3: Physical training
Topic 4: Use of data

Health and Performance (Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes)
Topic 1: Health, fitness and well-being
Topic 2: Sport psychology
Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences
Topic 4: Use of data

Practical Performance (Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally
moderated)
Skills during individual and team activities
General performance skills

Exam
60%

Internal Assessment
40%

Assessment overview
The assessment consists of students completing three physical activities from a set list.
• One must be a team activity.
• One must be an individual activity.
The final activity can be a free choice.

Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) 10% of the qualification
Aim and planning analysis
Carrying out and monitoring the PEP
Evaluation of the PEP

Assessments consist of students producing a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP), and will
require students to analyse and evaluate their performance.
How will I Learn?

Through practical and classroom based lessons. Theoretical concepts will be learned and
developed to improve practical performance.
For further information please see Mr Holmes or Mr Lloyd.

Religious Studies - GSCE

Exam
100%

Aim
GCSE Religious Studies is not about making you ‘religious’, it is about enabling you to think
for yourself about religious and moral issues. It is about you, your life and the issues you
will face when you leave school and go into the multi-ethnic, multi-faith society which is the
UK.
The main advantage of GCSE Religious Studies is that it prepares you for life and gives you
the skills you will need to make the decisions every adult faces.
Where will it take me?
It is excellent preparation for:
•
•
•

A Level Social Sciences (law, sociology and psychology)
A Level Religious Studies, History and English
Jobs that appreciate the skills GCSE Religious Studies will give you such as,
medicine, the police, the armed forces and the caring professions (social work,
nursing and the probation service).

How will and what will I learn?
Your studies will be based on Christianity and Islam, after finding out about the origins and
beliefs of these major world religions we will go on to explore controversial issues.

A significant proportion of the exam will focus on your own personal point of view on these
interesting areas of life.
What homework can I expect?
Homework will be mainly based on revision and exam practice.

You will also be asked to discuss the issues that we are focusing on in the classroom with
people at home in order to improve your ability to express your
own opinion while respecting the opinion of others.

Spanish - GSCE

Exam
100%

Aims
To teach and help you to understand and use useful, everyday Spanish in a variety of real life
situations. The skills acquired through learning a language are lifelong and can be used in
many aspects of a students study during Years 10 and 11 and not purely in Modern Foreign
Languages. Learning a language gives students the ability to communicate effectively and
understand how language is formed, skills which underpin study elsewhere. Acquisition of
a foreign language develops these skills as well as deepening awareness of other cultures
and life in other countries.
Where will it take me?
Having a qualification in languages means that you will be highly sought after by
employers. It is essential to have a GCSE in a modern language if you want to continue to
study a language post 16 at college. Some universities also require a GCSE in a Modern
Foreign Language to access their degree courses.

A qualification in languages can be useful in many areas of employment, not just teacher of
Modern Foreign Languages, interpreter, translator. Being able to understand and converse
in a foreign language can also help if you wish to become a police officer, lawyer, travel rep,
air steward, bi-lingual secretary, sales rep and if you wish to work in business or banking.
What will I learn?
GCSE - You will learn the sort of Spanish which will help you in a variety of situations
you might come across as a tourist, as a visitor in a Spanish family or if you met Spanish
speaking people in this country.

How will I learn?
You will develop your reading, listening, speaking, writing and translation skills in Spanish
through access to authentic materials and resources.
What homework can I expect?
Learning a language is a continuous process and students will be expected to learn
vocabulary on a weekly basis, which will be tested in class. Past examination papers and
other reading and listening exercises will also be set for completion at home.
Additional Requirements
We advise that students studying this course purchase
their own Spanish/English bi-lingual dictionary.

For further information see Mrs Charters.

Art & Design - BTEC

Exam
25%

Internal Assessment
75%

Aim
You will be given project briefs which are based on different topics and will help you
develop your art skills. You will use 2D and 3D materials, change, improve and evaluate
your work. You will gain knowledge of artists, craftspeople and designers. You will review
and evaluate your work.
Where will it take me?
It provides you with a good basis to go on to a more advanced work-related art and design
qualification and to then progress to a career in Art and Design.
How will I Learn?
You learn by completing projects and assignments that are based on realistic workplace
situations, activities and demands. It enables you to gain experience of a wide range of
materials and techniques.You will learn and understand about the work of artists, craft
people and designers. You will use communication, planning and teamwork skills.

What will I learn?
All students take two core units. Unit 1 is an Introduction to Specialist Pathways in Art and
Design encompasing Design Crafts, Visual Arts and Visual Communication.
The second unit will be a Creative Project in Art and Design (externally set assessment).
This will be completed in Year 11 as your last unit/project of work. It is set by the exam
board and will allow you to show the skills and knowledge you have developed throughout
the course. Further optional units that will also be studied are:
• Communicating Ideas in 2D
• Developing an art and design portfolio
What homework can I expect?
Homework will be coursework/externally set project preparation for which deadline
sheets will be given. Attendance at booster sessions may be required at different times
throughout the course
Additional Requirements
Art materials will be provided for use in lessons but basic art
equipment will be required at home to complete homework and
is available to buy from the Art Department at the start of the
course.

Further information: Miss Baker, Miss Ackrill or Mrs D’Arcy-Neild

Construction - BTEC

Exam
25%

Internal Assessment
75%

(Please be aware that the exam and internal assessment ratio may change slightly
dependant on the units you select)
There are three mandatory units in the course, these are:
•
•
•
•

Unit 1 – Construction Technology (Unit 1 external)
Unit 2 – Construction Design
Unit 3 – Scientific and Mathematical applications for Construction
Unit 6 – Exploring carpentry and joinery principles and techniques (optional unit)

Where will this take me?
All Level 2 BTECs form a progression route to college to study Level 3 Construction/Graphic
Design courses.

What will I learn?
• In Unit 1, you will learn and understand the health and safety legal requirements for
working in the construction industry and ways in which you can minimise risk.
• In Unit 2, you will develop the skills to interpret technical Information to plan the
refurbishment of a building, taking into account health and safety. You will also be able
to develop the skills and techniques to carry out the refurbishment.
• In Unit 3, you will use the knowledge that you have learned to plan straightforward
built environment development project.
• In the optional Unit 6, you will develop a range of carpentry skills and understand and
explore the role of a carpenter.
How will I Learn?
You will learn specific skills during focused lessons/mini projects and you will use these
skills to produce three projects of work (one for each of the mandatory units, with the
exception of the externally assesed unit and unit 6)
There will be both a written element and practical element to
each of the units.

Further information please see Mr T Harmer

Drama - BTEC

Exam
25%

Internal Assessment
75%

Aim
The course is designed to encourage an interest in and an understanding of drama in its
many forms. It will enable you to learn performance skills and give you the opportunity to
devise your own dramatic work. It will help you to develop your own talents and to work as
part of a team, increasing your self-confidence and improving your communication skills.
What will I Learn?
The course centres around two types of drama:
• Improvised drama
• Scripted performance drama.
You will have the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of both
dramatic forms. There will also be opportunities for you to learn the more technical side of
drama with production skills: lighting, sound, costume and stage make-up.

How will I Learn?
Students will be expected to work in groups and to use their own initiative. Your teachers
will provide help, knowledge and advice. You may be given a stimulus such as a title, a piece
of writing or a piece of music and asked to develop a performance from it. You will need to
keep a unit log up to date as you work through the course.
What homework can I expect?
You will be expected to take work home such as learning scripts and writing an actor’s
notebook. Performances need commitment and can involve time outside school hours.

Additional Requirements
You will complete three units, two are internally marked, one externally marked.
• Unit 1 - involves a letter writing task in exam conditions as well as a practical
assessment
• Unit 2 - you will be involved in a production as
either a performer or production role
• Unit 3 - you will be assessed on your acting skills

Engineering- BTEC

Exam
25%

Internal Assessment
75%

(Please be aware that the exam and internal assessment ratio may change slightly
dependant on the units you select)

Aims
To give students a broad understanding and knowledge of the engineering sector and
engineering principles. Develop practical performance by developing skills using a range
of engineering tools, machines and techniques. To develop a range of personal skills and
techniques, that are essential for successful performance in working life and/or progression
to further education vocational qualifications.
Where will it take me?
BTEC First Engineering qualifications have been designed to develop the knowledge, skills
and understanding required for employment in a range of engineering sectors including:
• Electronics Engineering
• Engineering Manufacturing
• Maintenance Engineering
• Computer Aided Engineering drawing (draftsman)
• Fabrication Engineering
• Installations Engineer
• A range of other specialist engineering careers
What will I learn?
The Engineered World. Investigating an Engineering Product and
Machining Techniques.

How will I learn?
You will learn the theory, knowledge and understanding needed in engineering through
research, taught demonstrations, analysis and discussion.
There may also be opportunities for industrial visits. A high proportion of practical work
and practical skills will be developed throughout the course using a wide range of tools,
materials, machinery and equipment.
What homework can I expect?
You will have deadlines for coursework assessments that may
require some work at home. Tasks will be set linked to the topic you
are learning, up to one hour per week when required.

Media - BTEC

Exam
25%

Internal Assessment
75%

Aim
This qualification has been developed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction
to the world of media. The course looks to give a wide ranging understanding of the world
of media through theory and practical tasks. Students will develop critical thinking skills
when analysing different forms of media. Develop a strong understanding of the role of
the media in their daily lives and will develop creative skills through practical assignments.
Students will understand how to analyse the media through key media concepts.
Where will it take me?
The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Creative Digital Media Production
provides the knowledge, understanding and skills for Level 2 learners to progress to
Employment within the Creative Digital Media Industry, such as junior roles working in
Moving Image Production, Audio Production, Publishing, Website Production or
Digital Games Production. Related academic qualifications.

What Will I learn?
Unit 1 is a core unit (assessed by exam) and is a broad look at media that underpins the
fundamental knowledge and understanding of media principles looking at all five key
sectors (Digital Moving Image, Digital Audio Production, Digital Publishing, Website
Production and Digital Games Production) and the different types of audiences. Unit 2 must
be taken alongside the optional units and focuses on communication techniques. Unit 3
focuses entirely on Digital Publishing. Unit 5 focuses entirely on Film Making. Units 2, 3
and 5 are assessed via coursework.
What homework can I expect?
There will be a sensible use of homework in this course. Research will be important.
Students may be required to read magazines, watch
television programmes, watch films etc. with the express
aim of developing their creative thinking whilst doing so.

Students will be required to attend boosters when

necessary to ensure coursework is of the required
standard. Additional revision boosters may also be
required.

Additional Requirements
There is a requirement for pupils on this course to be
willing to record themselves through video/audio and
to present work to other people in their class.

Music - BTEC

Exam
25%

Internal Assessment
75%

Aim
This course gives pupils an insight into the music industry and different roles/organisations
involved in it. The course also provides the opportunity to look into the role of a performer
and work as a performer in the classroom. Over all pupils gain knowledge of careers in
both performance and non-performance areas of the music industry.
Where will it take me?
Music helps you to develop a number of transferrable skills such as:
• Confidence
• Creativity
• Independence

You may be able to move on to a Level 3 BTEC Diploma in Music or Music Technology or A
Level Music.

What will I learn?
How to create and market your own music product – involving recordings skills and
teamwork. How the Music Industry functions and how all the organisations involved work
together. To play a musical instrument of my choice proficiently through self and guided
study. To act as a recording engineer to record, mix and master music.

How will I learn?
•
Independent assignment briefs.
•
Rehearsals.
•
Production meetings.
•
Music industry exams and mocks to prepare.

What homework can I expect?
You are expected to, where necessary, stay behind after school and improve work done on
assignments.
You are expected to practise your instrument outside
of lessons. Revising for mock exams and music industry
tests is also expected.
Additional Requirements
You should be enthusiastic to learn a wide range of
musical techniques and be prepared to communicate
through team work and individual assignments.

You are encouraged to form bands/join extra-curricular
activities. You will be expected to perform in front of
your class, but your teacher will create a comfortable
environment for this to happen, thus improving your
confidence in the long-run.

Sport - BTEC
Aim
The BTEC course has been developed to provide preparation for employment more
specifically the sport and leisure industry.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop practical performance by developing skills, techniques and tactics
Gain confidence in planning and leading activities for people in the community, peers
and primary school pupils
Gain a broad understanding of sports injury and first aid
Design fitness programmes
Know the anatomical and physiological structure of the human body
Gain an understanding of the psychology of sport
Students will also complete Sports Leaders Level 1 and a Heart Start First Aid award as
part of the BTEC Sport course.

Is this course for me?
This course will appeal to students who:
• Have a keen interest in sport and physical activity
• Have an interest in developing their leadership and management skills
• Want to find out more about the human body and how its functions relate to sporting
performance
• Want to work in the sports industry
• Prefers completing projects rather than sitting exams
Where will it take me?
This course provides strong foundations for careers in:
• The teaching profession (PE Teacher)
• Sports Coaching
• Physiotherapy
• Health/Lifestyle Services
• The forces (Army/Police)
• The Medical Profession
• Leisure Recreation Management
• Sports Development
• The Fitness Industry

Exam
25%

Internal Assessment
75%

How will I learn?
Lessons will be practically based and have elements of both theory/classroom depending
on the unit being studied. Students are expected to take an active role within the course
and should be prepared to undertake fitness tests and enjoy explaining their results. The
PE Department actively encourages students to become involved in the Sports Leaders
Award, whereby they help officiate, organise and coach others.

Additional Requirements / Information
The BTEC course consists of four units of work, three of which are internally assessed
and one which is externally assessed. The internally assessed units are work based case
studies/projects and practical assessments which contribute to achieving a grade for each
unit studied.
The externally assessed unit is an online exam worth 25% of a student’s final grade. Each
individual unit is graded Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Merit or Distinction and a final award
grade is calculated at the end of the two years of study.

If you enjoy Sport and PE and/or you are interested in the sports industry then you should
be considering opting for a sports course.

CiDA (Certificate in Digital Applications) with Gaming

Exam
80%

Internal Assessment
20%

Aim
A CiDA qualification will help you operate confidently in today’s digital world. If you want
to specialise in ICT this course gives you the skills required to take ICT at a higher level both
at College and University. If you are interested in a career in ICT, this course will develop
your skills in working with the latest technologies. Providing learners with the knowledge
and skills they need to design and produce effective interactive computer games.
Where will it take me?
Whatever you choose to do in later life, the skills you will learn in CiDA will help you at
University, at work, in managing your money and operating online. A qualification in ICT
will look good on your CV whatever you go on to do.

What will I learn?
• Development of Web Products
• Different types of games, game features and game play.
• Be able to produce a game proposal and production plan.
• Be able to design and develop games for others to play, employing an interactive,
participatory approach to game development from initial concept to final game, using
feedback from others to inform the process.
• Be able to showcase achievements
• Be able to review games and suggest improvements.
• Be able to use ICT efficiently and safely.
How will I learn?
You will be given the theoretical skills to enable you put into practice all the elements you
will cover throughout this course.
• Design, build and test a web based product
• Design, produce and promote Computer Game
• Investigating Computer Games
• Developing Games for others to play
• Promote and Review Games
• Generic Skills for 2D and 3D games engines
• 3D Games Engines

What homework can I expect?

You will receive homework to cover the work required for the exam
This will include preparing reports, planning
work and research.
Additional Requirements
You will be encouraged to develop the skills you have used in
lessons by using web based tutorials to develop your skills further.

Certificate in IT Application Skills - ECDL

Exam
100%

Aim
ECDL is regarded by employers across the globe as a benchmark for IT competence and will
improve your employment prospects. It allows you to prove your IT skills which can help
you find a job or progress your career as well as builds your confidence using computers.
Where will it take me?
Using a computer effectively is now an essential skill – at home, at college, at university or
at work. It can help you communicate more effectively and access information more easily.
Certified computer qualification makes you more attractive to employers.
What will I learn?
This Level 2 course is broken down into four units, assessed by four online tests:
Units Delivered				
Word processing				
Spreadsheet Software			
Presentation Software			
Improving Productivity using IT		

Level		
Credit Value
2			
4
2			
4
2			
4
2			
4

How will I Learn?
Most lessons involve learning and practicing skills for the online tests. You will then have
mock exams and diagnostic tests to prepare you, working on improving arears of weakness.
What homework can I expect?
You will be expected to practice skills at home on your own computer or afterschool to
make sure you learn the skills required to pass the exams. There will be homework set
online so access to the internet at home is an advantage however computers are available
for use after school from 2:50pm.

Additional Requirements
You must be dedicated to learning new skills and improving your IT knowledge. You must
be able to demonstrate skills in front of other people. Good literacy skills
are an advantage, as you will have to read
the questions carefully on the tests.

Health & Social Care

Exam
20%

Internal Assessment
80%

Aim
The Year 9 course will be an introduction to Health and Social Care. The three year course
provides pupils with a wide range of skills, qualities and knowledge to allow access into
sixth form, university or the world of work in a health or caring profession.
Where will it take me?
This course will suit any pupil who is interested in working in any of these careers:
• Nursing.
• Caring for the elderly.
• Working within the community health team.
• Midwife.
• Health visitor.
• Social worker.
• Nursery nurse.
• Child minder.
• Teaching in a primary, junior or infant school

What will I learn?
In the first year pupils will begin with a practical unit, learning to care for a young child.
They will have the opportunity to learn the new skills required to successfully complete the
course such as more independent learning and coursework expectations. In the second half
of Year 9 and continuing into Year 10 and 11 pupils will study a range of units such as:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Healthy living (how the body can be affected by smoking etc)
Care values (the day by day skills that are involved in care)
Human development (how the body changes physically, emotionally and socially over
their lifetime)
Health promotion (pupils design a health promotion programme of their choice to
reduce present health issues)
Nutrition (in depth study of what makes a balanced and unbalanced diet and what the
effects are on the body)
Communication (pupils learn why effective communication is important)

Pupils are tested in one unit with a formal exam and the other units are assessed through
coursework (which will include presentations and role plays).

How will I learn?
Pupils will be expected to participate in class discussions, group work and role plays. Work
is presented in a variety of ways from a video, written essays or posters.
For further information see Mrs Radecki.

Work Related Learning

Internal Assessment
100%

For the Work Related course you will achieve a Level 1 Edexcel BTEC Certificate in Business
Administration.
Aim
You will learn different skills and techniques and develop personal qualities that are
essential for working life.

Where will it take me?
The course will help you to progress on to college for a Level 2 qualification or into work.
What will I learn?
• Rights and responsibilities at work
• Professional behaviour at work
• How to use office equipment
• Preparing for working life
• Applying for jobs
• Preparing for interviews
• How to make and receive professional phone calls
• How to welcome visitors
• How to handle work mail
• First aid

How will I learn?
• Take part in role plays
• Practise what you learn in real life situations
• Work in teams and on your own
• Create posters, leaflets and short pieces of writing
• Have one to one discussions
• Watch and discuss video clips
• Complete worksheets

For your assessment, you will put together a portfolio of the work you have produced both
in the classroom and during home learning.
What homework can I expect?
You will receive one piece of homework per week.

Additional Requirements
You will need to be willing to take part in role plays, to get involved and to work as part of a
team.

English Languages

Exam
100%

There are two GCSE English qualifications that you will complete. You need to complete both
of them. It is the GCSE English Language qualification that counts for college
applications and employers
Aim
To gain the ability to analyse a wide range of texts (fiction, non-fiction, classics) and
understand character, theme, language and structure. You will also be able to comment on
features used by a writer and analyse them in detail, exploring the effect of language
choices using literary terminology.

Pupils will be required to write in a variety of styles, using a high level of grammar, accurate
spellings, a variety of different punctuation types, and demonstrating a wide and
sophisticated vocabulary.
Where will it take me?
The majority of college courses and apprenticeship providers will ask pupils to have a ‘C’
grade equivalent in GCSE English Language – A-Level course will expect even higher grades
than this. Employers also recognise that GCSE English Language is a measure of how well
pupils can read and write.
What will I learn?
Pupils will study the following components:
• Power and politics
• Gender
• 19th and 20th century fiction and non-fiction
• Creative Writing
• Functional Writing

How will I learn?
Reading and annotating sophisticated texts, creating success
criteria(s), practise papers, writing in a range of styles,
grammar lessons, spelling tests, weekly English homework.

What homework can I expect?
Weekly spelling tests, weekly grammar exercises, practise papers, GCSE questions and
project based research.

Additional Requirements
Pupils who are not making satisfactory progress will attend compulsory English boosters
one night after school in both Year 10 and 11. There are also grammar and literacy groups
for pupils with a weakness in this area. To improve your English, you will also be expected
to be regularly reading a book. You will also have to deliver a speech to your classmates.
This is a national requirement to pass the GCSE course.

English Literature

Exam
100%

Aim
The aim of the course is to produce a pupil who has studied a wide range of fiction. They
must study a post 1914 British text, a Shakespearean play, a 19th Century novel, and
romantic poetry from 1879.

Where will it take me?
This is not the specific GCSE English that colleges demand, but will contribute to a total
grade requirement/average expectation (5 GCSEs in most cases) that is placed upon pupils
applying for particular courses.
What will I learn?
Pupils will study the following in preparation for two exams (a total of 4 hours):
• Romeo and Juliet
• An unseen poetry comparison
• Blood Brothers
• Frankenstein

How will I learn?
Reading and annotating sophisticated texts as a class, creating success criteria(s), practise
papers, analysing character and theme, researching the time and place in which the texts
were set, weekly English homework.
What homework can I expect?
You will be expected to re-read the books at home and complete practise papers closer to
the exams.

Additional Requirements
It is really beneficial for pupils to purchase their own copies of the texts so they can make
annotations and notes as we read in class.
A class copy will be supplied, but pupils will not be able to write in them.
In addition, attending a live performance
or purchasing a revision guide for the
texts listed above will also have a positive
impact on each pupil’s learning.

Life & Society

Exam
100%

Life & Society is taught in one lesson per week.

Aim
The aim of Life & Society is to prepare you for the opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of adult life whilst developing an understanding of the spiritual, ethical, social
and cultural issues that may face you on leaving school.
The Life & Society course develops critical thinking and functional skills.

It also encourages pupils to use knowledge and skills gained in other curriculum subjects.

What will I learn?
You will learn about the course content in a variety of different ways in class, using relevant
and current sources to evaluate important issues in the world today.
The subject content is divided into four main sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Artistic and Cultural studies.
Scientific and Technological studies.
Ethical and Moral studies.
Political and Economic studies.

How will I Learn?
Critical thinking skills are developed using current examples from the local, national and
international press. While investigating relevant and sometimes controversial issues you
will learn how to express your own views, while respecting those of others.
Additional Requirements
To support your studies, it would be beneficial for you to keep up to date with current
affairs by watching, listening to or reading about local, national and international news.

Mathematics

Exam
100%

Aim
For many years, GCSE Mathematics has been assessed using grades A*-G. From June 2017
the grades 1 (lowest) to 9 (highest) will be used.

Mathematics is compulsory for all pupils at KS4 and for all students at post 16 who do not
achieve a grade 4. Most colleges and apprenticeships require a grade 4 in GCSE Maths in
order to be accepted onto the course.

Over the course of KS4 pupils will be encouraged to develop a positive attitude towards
Maths as well as an appreciation of the importance of Maths in the modern society, in
particular with regard to money and finances. A good grade in GCSE Maths is widely valued
by all employers who use it as a measure of a person’s ability to solve problems in real life.
What will I learn?
The following six main areas are studied at KS4:
• Number.
• Algebra.
• Ratio, proportion and rates of change.
• Probability.
• Statistics.
• Geometry and measures.

How will I learn?
Lessons are taught through mathematical theory, investigations and examination practice.

What homework can I expect?
There will be five homeworks per half term with additional work set in the run up to termly
tests. During Year 11 pupils will be expected to complete
a weekly exam practice homework.

For further information see Mr Jennings.

Sciences (Double)

Exam
100%

All pupils will be undertaking a Science course however the decision as to which course
(triple or double) is most suitable for your child will be made by a discussion between their
current Science teacher and the Head of Science.
What qualification will I get?
GCSE Combined Science (2 GCSE’s)

Aim
This course is aimed at all pupils. As well as providing pupils with nationally recognised,
high quality qualifications, it provides a basis for further study of science.
Where will it take me?
Following this course provides a good foundation for studying sciences post 16, in
particular A level in Biology, Chemistry or Physics.

This provides a route for pupils considering a career in science e.g. as a Doctor, Vet, Dentist,
Physiotherapist, Teacher or Engineer.
What will I learn?
Students study areas of science including the immune system, the effects of drugs and
alcohol, atomic structure, the greenhouse effect, electricity, nuclear physics and forces. A
portion of the course focuses on the practical application of scientific skills.
How will I learn?
Lessons are taught through scientific theory, practical work and investigations.

What homework can I expect?
Pupils can expect to receive weekly homework, usually focused on past exam questions, but
sometimes research based.
Additional Requirements
Pupils must be willing to carry out practical work.

Pupils must also be willing to attend booster sessions
in order to prepare them for their exams.

Sciences (Triple)

Exam
100%

Pupils will be pre-selected for this course based on their Year 8 Science grades
What qualification will I get?
3 GCSEs – Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Aim
This course is aimed at pupils who have a passion and an interest in the sciences. As well
as providing pupils with nationally recognised, high quality qualifications it will stretch and
challenge even the most able.
Where will it take me?
Following this course provides an excellent foundation for studying sciences post 16, in
particular A level Biology, Chemistry or Physics.

This provides a route for pupils considering a career in science e.g. as a doctor, vet, dentist,
physiotherapist, teacher or engineer.
What will I learn?
Students study areas of Science including the immune system, the effects of drugs and
alcohol, rates of chemical reactions, water purity, optics, nuclear physics and forces.
A portion of the course focuses on the practical application of scientific skills.

How will I learn?
Lessons are taught through scientific theory, practical work and investigations.

What homework can I expect?
Pupils can expect to receive weekly homework, usually focused on past exam questions, but
sometimes research based.
Additional Requirements
Pupils must be willing to carry out practical
work. Pupils must also be willing to attend
regular booster sessions in order to prepare
them for their exams.

